GCSE English Language Unit 2
Reading and Writing:

Description, Narration and Exposition

Farming



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning Support — Sample Assessment Materials

Unit 2 — Parents and Children

SECTION A (Reading): 40 marks

TEXT A

Which crop is expected to see the largest decrease in growth rates b
20307

Which crop is expected to see the largest price change by 2030?  [1]

The text refers to the “stagnant growth rates” that major crops will
experience by 2030. Select one definition from the list below that best
describes ‘stagnant.’ [1]

Standing still ]
Sturdy L]
Steadily increasing L]
Rapidly decreasing L]

TEXT B

Explain how the AGRA programme has helped farmers in Africa. [10]

Write about:
the problems faced by African farmers;
the effects the programme has had.




b)

c)
d)

b)

c)
d)

TEXTC
Tick the box that best describes the purpose of this text: [1]

Personal use L]
Public use ]
Occupational use [ ]
Educational use [

What was the loss of soil nutrients in Malawi between 2002 and 20047

Tick the correct box. [1]
Less than 30kg per hectare. L]
Between 30kg and 60kg per hectare. [ ]
Greater than 60kg per hectare. ]
There is no data for Malawi. ]

Which of the three countries labelled in this diagram suffered the least
amount of loss of soil nutrients? [1]

By how many tonnes did the maize yield increase on AGRA farms in
Tanzania between 2011 and 2013? [1]

Thinking about the information in Text B and Text C, explain how some
farms in Africa have “doubled their yield”. [2]




TEXTD

10. What is meant when Clare writes that “the men muzzle their frustration”?

[1]

a) The men mutter about Jenny under their breaths. [ ]
b) The men do not say what they really think. L]
c) The men feel angry towards Jenny. L]
d) The men do not feel that they will get the job done. []

11. In your own words, summarise five main reasons that make catching
sheep exhausting, according to the writer. [5]

12. What impressions do you have of Jenny in this extract? [5]

TEXTE

13. Compare the similarities and differences in the farming and attitudes to
the animals in Text D and Text E. [5]




Editing (5 marks)

In this part of the paper you will be assessed for the quality of your
understanding and editing skills.

1. Circle the word below that best fits the gap in the sentence below: [1]
I shouldn’t ............ made him feel so bad.

a) try b) of c) to d) have

2. Which of the following sentences is correct? Tick the box of the
sentence you think is correct. [1]

a) He was standing in the field watching the crows circle.
b) He was stood in the field watching the crows circle.
¢) He was standing in the field watching the crows’ circle.
d) He was stood in the field watching the crows’ circle.

3. Circle the word(s) that best fit the meaning of the sentence below: [1]
The blades were blunt. ............... she could not mow the grass.

a) Nevertheless

b) But

c) Despite this
d) Consequently

4. Read the text below which consists of sentences in the wrong order and
show your understanding by answering the questions that follow:

1) There it was again, a slow scratching on the window.

2) A noise had disturbed her sleep.

3) Carys almost laughed when she saw a pigeon looking back at her.
4) Bravely, she flung open the curtains.

5) Carys awoke when the sky was still grey with night.

(a) Which sentence should come second in the text? Write the number of
the sentence below. [1]

(b) Which sentence should come last in the text? Write the number of the
sentence below. [1]




SECTION B (Writing): 40 marks
B1. In this task you will be assessed for the quality of your proofreading.

The Welsh Government is publishing a leaflet for primary school children
about safety of farms. Read the section below.

Identify the five errors and correct them. [5]

There are alot of different animals on farms; they may look tame
but stay away from them. They can bite, stamp on you and may
give you diseases.

You might see dogs on the farm. Some may be sheep dogs, some
may be guard dogs, they might look friendly but they might not
like strangers so keep away.

Farms have lots of machinery on them. All the machines make the
farmers life a bit easyer. You can help the farmer by not touching
any machinery or going near vehicles like tracters.




B2. In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your
writing skills.

20 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 15 marks
are awarded for writing accurately.

You should aim to write about 350-500 words.

Choose one of the following for your writing: [35]

Either, a) Write an account of a time when you had to look
after an animal.

Or, b) “Help the farmer, help the environment.” (Bill
Gates).

Write an essay explaining why it is important to
support farmers and farming.

The space below can be used to plan your work.
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